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My dear students, 

I hope that you and your families are fine and that you do not have too many difficulties in 

coping with the current situation, especially regarding ‘home office’. 

Since you are going to work in school as well as at home in the following weeks I will provide 

you with a guideline of how we proceed in our English course. 

You are going to work on the tasks that you will find on the school’s website (as you should 

have done in the previous weeks). 

You send your work to me as soon as you have finished, you will always find the deadline for 

sending the work attached to the tasks. 

Your work will be a part of your Epochalnote (which we had already ‘started’ in school 

several weeks ago). 

I think it is really disappointing that so few of you took the chance to contact me for getting 

a feedback for your work and it’s sad, too, because I would have been simply happy to hear 

that you are OK. 

If you have any questions or problems regarding the new tasks you can always contact me 

and I will be happy to help you. 

 

Take care and stay healthy, 

 

Gerald Ziegler 

 

TASKS FOR THE WEEK 4th – 10th May (Deadline for sending the work: 10th May) 

1) Read the text on the following pages, look up words you do not understand, and 

answer the questions at the end of the text in full sentences. 

(You are expected not to give 1-sentence-answers – take your time, first think, 

structure your thoughts/ideas/arguments, then start writing your answers!) 

2) Read Writing Skills 20 (Writing a summary) p. 144f in your Englishbook, then write a 

summary of the text (about 100 words). 

 

 



THE FOLLOWING TEXT IS AN EXCERPT OF AN ARTICLE IN THE NEW YORK 
TIMES. YOU CAN FIND THE FULL ARTICLE ON: 
HTTPS://WWW.NYTIMES.COM/2020/04/29/LEARNING/IS-IT-OK-TO-LAUGH-
DURING-DARK-TIMES.HTML 
 
 
 
STUDENT OPINION 

Is It OK to Laugh During Dark 
Times? 
Humor is one of the main coping mechanisms during periods of sickness, death and 
anxiety. Is it OK to make jokes in a pandemic? 

	
It is often said that “laughter is the best medicine.” Do you find this to be true in your 
own experience? What role do laughter and humor play in your life during these 
difficult times? 
Do you ever see coronavirus-related jokes on social media? Do you ever find them 
funny? Or do you think they are offensive or “too soon”? Do you think any topics 
should ever be off limits in comedy? 

In “It’s	OK	to	Find	Humor	in	Some	of	This,” Alex Williams writes: 

“Unreasonably dark joke,” read a coronavirus meme circulating on social media in 
recent weeks. “Shouldn’t we wait until after the pandemic to fill out the census?” 

The joke is dark, yes. But is it any darker than countless other coronavirus memes out 
there? 

Even more pointed is a spoof movie poster for “Weekend at Bernie’s,” the 1989 film 
comedy about two buddies toting around a dead man on their partying adventures, 
called “Weekend at Boris’.” It cast as the corpse Boris Johnson, the British prime 
minister, who at that point was still in intensive care for Covid-19, as the corpse. 

Since the pandemic took hold, the internet has been awash with coronavirus-centric 
joke memes, Twitter wisecracks and self-produced comedy sketches shot with 
smartphones in shelter-in-place kitchens and living rooms. And that’s not counting 
what’s happening in private conversations during quarantine. 

Laughing while others die may seem inappropriate, even tasteless, like concentration 
camp prisoners finding humor during the Holocaust. But in fact many did, according 
to a 2017 documentary, “The Last Laugh.” 

Throughout history, humor has played a role in the darkest times, as a psychological 
salve and shared release. Large swaths of the population are living in isolation, 
instructed to eye with suspicion any stranger who wanders within six feet. And 
coronavirus jokes have become a form of contagion themselves, providing a 
remaining thread to the outside world for the isolated — and perhaps to sanity itself. 



Mr. Williams discusses a private Facebook group moderated by Lori Day, an 
educational psychologist and consultant in Newburyport, Mass., devoted to 
pandemic-themed videos and memes: 

“It’s the kind of edgy humor people don’t feel comfortable putting on their own 
Facebook wall, for the risk of having their parents say, ‘How could you?’” Ms. Day, 56, 
said. 

Tasteless or not, virus jokes provide her a fleeting distraction, and a needed smile, as 
the pandemic has put her life — and consulting business — on hold. “It’s very similar 
to the feeling I get looking at baby animals online, which is another thing I dose 
myself liberally with these days,” Ms. Day said. 

The same goes for other members of the group. Some members are ill with Covid-19. 
“They’re thanking me from their beds,” she said. “They’re thanking me from their 
hospital rooms.” 

Humor can divide as well as unite generations, made plain on the social media each 
favors. Baby boomers and Gen-Xers seem to be gravitating toward we’re-all-in-this-
together observational humor in the memes they post to Facebook (“Anyone else 
starting to get a tan from the light in your refrigerator?”), or gags that focus on 
specific villains (foot-dragging political leaders, say) and implicit solutions (throw the 
bums out!). “Calm down, everyone,” reads one such meme. “A six-time bankrupted 
reality TV star is handling the situation.” 

 

Students,	read	the	entire	article,	look	up	words	you	don’t	know,	then	tell	answer	
the	following	questions	in	full	sentences. 

• Is it OK to joke during dark times? When is it inappropriate, and when is it not? 
Should any topics be off limits in humor and comedy? 

• Do you ever laugh at coronavirus-related jokes or memes? Did you find any of the 
examples in the article funny? Were any inappropriate or offensive to you? Are you 
drawn to “dark” humor? If yes, why? If no, why not? 

• What role do laughter and humor play in your life? Mr. Williams writes that 
coronavirus jokes provide “a remaining thread to the outside world for the isolated — 
and perhaps to sanity itself.” Do you agree? Is humor a coping mechanism for you? 

• What can we learn about the role of humor during the Black Plague, the Holocaust 
and Sept. 11? What does laughter tell us about what it is to be human? 

• What makes you laugh these days? Tell us your go-to sources for comedy. What are 
your favorite comedic movies, television shows and websites? Do you have a favorite 
comedian? 

	
 


